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V, Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement ; 

0Novelty|(N) 

Inventive 1 step (JS) 



Industrial applicability (1A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



7, 10, 11 



1-6, S, 9, 12-16 



7, 10, 11 



1-16 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2 Citations land explanations 

PCT Article 33 (2) 



Document WO 96 22696 (Dl) discloses (example l) a 
micrcjcrystalline cellulose (Avicel FD 006) dispersed in 
water;. A surfactant, Polycon S60K sorbitan monostearate, 
is then added to the dispersion. The mixture is 
homogenised, atomised and dried until the moisture level 
is 2-4 %♦ The resulting material can be used as a filling 
in cojnf ectionery. Example 4 discloses how 10 g of Polycon 
60 sojrbitan monostearate are dissolved in 100 g of 2- 
propahol, then 90 g of microcrystalline cellulose are 
added to the solution and the solution is stirred for 5 
minutes. Given this disclosure, the subject matter of 
claimte 1-6, 8, 9 and 12-16 is anticipated by Dl . 
Document WO 96 22080 (D2) discloses (example 1) how 6.2 kg 
of microcrystalline cellulose in moist agglomerate form 
are cbmbined with 5.2 kg of water to form a mixture 

i 

containing around 15 % of solid particles . The mixture is 
stirred for 15 minutes then combined with 0.25 % weight/ 
weight of sodium lauryl sulphate. Once the components have 
been intimately combined, the mixture is spray-dried. The 
resulting product is used as a pharmaceutical excipient 
(see the abstract) . Given this disclosure, the subject 
matter of claims 14-16 is anticipated by D2 . 
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Document US-A-5 769 934 (D3) discloses a dry mixture of 
micrdcrystalline cellulose and a surfactant (claims 33- 
35) * jGiven this disclosure, the subject matter of claim 14 
is anticipated by D3 . 

No prjior art document discloses a dispersion containing a 
cosurif actant . Therefore, the novelty of the subject matter 
of cliaim 7 is acknowledged. 

No prjior art document discloses a method comprising the 
follojwing combination of steps: {l) forming an aqueous 
dispefrsion, (2) removing water from the dispersion to give 
a dry] mixture, and (3) dispersing the mixture in an 
organic solvent. Therefore, the novelty of the subject 
mattehr of claims 10 and 11 is acknowledged. 



PCT Aprticle 33 / (3) 

The aim of the present invention is to provide suspensions 
or diispersions of polysaccharide microfibrils and/or - • 
microcrystals in organic solvents, particularly non-polar 
or low-polar solvents, and to provide aqueous suspensions 
or dispersions of polysaccharide microfibrils and/or 
microcrystals which, when dried, can be redispersed in 
water; or an organic solvent while retaining their 
dispersion-related properties. 

The prior art does not address this problem and contains 
no suggestion of a solution thereto. Therefore, an 
inventive step can be acknowledged in the subject matter 
of claims 7, 10 and 11 of the present application. 
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Titemational application No. 
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he following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims arc fiilly 
supported by the description, arc made: 



1. 



! The phrase "as defined according to any one of 

I claims 10 to 13" used in claim 10 and claim 15 is 

i 

I unclear (PCT Article 6) . 



| The word "around" used in connection with a range of 
i values in claims 4-8 and 11 and the description 
| renders the subject matter of said claims unclear 
; (PCT Article 6} . 



Form PCT/lP£A/409 (Box VIH) (January 1994) 



